K-600

Shrewsbury Academy Site
Galena
1817

Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated in 1817) was one of the
independent academies founded in Kent County after the Revolution. Like

the Millington Academy, it survived until after the Civil War, when the

county public school system was inaugurated.

The Academy was established at Georgetown Cross Roads, the
village that was later to become Galena. It was located on the west side of
the main street. The appearance of the first building on the site is unknown,
but around 1858 a new frame, two-story building was erected on the same
site. A photograph of it, taken around 1888, shows a structure similar to
other schools of the time. It is said to have had a vestibule with stair to the
second floor, two classrooms on the first floor and one on the second; an

arrangement similar to the Centreville Academy in Queen Annes County.

The building remained in use under the county system until it was
replaced in 1916 by a new school at the south end of town. It was finally

destroyed by fire.
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Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated 1817) was one of the county's

independent acadernies founded during the academy "boom” Detween the end of

Fe Revoluticnary war and about 1825 Unlike most, however, it (a5 weil 35
tne Miihington Acadeny, K-318) endured until after the Civil war 1T was taken

Gver Dy The County pubiic school system The two-storey, frame,
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weatherooarded schooihouse thal sic

about 1940 was not the school's first. But it was an example of of what, when
't was ouilt aboul 1838, would have been considered a more than adeguale

structure. Simple and utilitarian, with good light and ventilation, it was one
f the largest if not the largest of county schools when it was Dul rnere
were two classrooms on the first storey and one on the second, for the oidest
students: a vestibule-cioakroom with the stair was in the front. Aithougn the
puilcing new can De seen only in photographs, it seems strikingly simiiar o
the two-storey. three-pay wide, frame sCnools Duill in the County up untii
after the turn of the century, when iarger, somewnat more scphnisticat ed

P . -

when a new frame Galena Pubiic Scnoct was bullt, It, 12¢, 13 Now gone



Survey No. K-600

. - Magi No. 1506005540
Maryland Historical Trust °

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Site of Shrewsbury Academy

and/or common

2. Location

street & number  Between 119 and 121 N. Main Street (west side) ____not for publication

city, town Galena —___ vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Kent

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

____ district ___ public _X _occupied ___ agriculture —___museum

___ building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park

—— structure ___ both ____ work in progress __ educational _____ private residence

X site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment ___ religious

__ object . in process _X_ yes: restricted —.__government ____ scientific

—— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial transportation
_X not applicable ___no —_ military X otherdrive,parking

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Harry Rudnick & Sons, Inc.

street & number telephone no.: 648-5601

city, town Galena state and zip code Marvland 21635

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber WHG 74
street & number Cross Street folio 1305
city, town Chestertown state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical Surveys none

title

date — federal ___state _____county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. K-600

Condition n/a Check one Check one

— excellent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered —__ original site

—__good —_ruins X _ altered —moved date of move /4
___ fair —__unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The main Street lot on which Shrewsbury Academy once stood is now

incorporated into the property of an auction sales business. It is mostly
paved for a driveway and parking space; at the rear, buildings for the auction
business have been erected. 01ld photographs now are the only source of
information sbout its construction, and none available show the entire
building. Said to have been built about 1858 and used until about 1916, the
school was two-story, of simple frame construction, and covered with
horizontal, lapped weatherboard. There were two classrooms on the first

story and one on the second. There was a vestibule-coatroom across the

front of the building, with the stair. Windows were tall and double-hung with
either 4-over-4 or 6-over-6 lights, or both. The main facade was three bays
wide, with the wide double-doored main entry in the central bay; there was a
five-light transom. A gable-roofed canopy, fastened to the wall with simple
brackets, was above the door. To each side of the old Shrewsbury School lot
is an early, possibly eighteenth-century house, though both are radically
altered. The one to the south (Caldwell-Rudnick House, K-574) is also greatly
enlarged.

There is an old photograph in Usilton's History of Kent County (p. 25, 1980
section) said to be of the school in 1888. Tt is among the Galena memorabilia
collected by the late Mrs. Clara Virginia (Davis) Walters and gives the fullest
view seen of the old school. However, the roof is not visible, and it could not
be determined how many bays deep it was. The 1877 Kent County atlas map of
Galena shows the building as very deep. At that time there was a house on
neary every lot of that part of Main Street. The main facade windows in this
picture are clearly with 4-over-4 lights, and there is a window over the main
entry. However, the number of lights in the side windows is not clear, though
they appear to be the same. However, other photographs, owned by Merrick
Huyett of Georgetown, show the side windows with 6-over-6 lights. Only the
first-story windows have tall shutter with two plain, recessed panels in
each leaf and sliding hardware. Window trim is wide and plain, and sills are
bold. There are double corner-boards. Each door of the paired entry doors
appears to have paired panels. There appears to be a small entry stoop,
probably without rails.

(Continued)



8. Significance Survey No.  K-600

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion
_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ___economics — literature — sculpture
____1600-1699 _X _ architecture _X_education ___ military ___ social/
_1700-1799 ____ art _____engineering ____ music humanitarian
_X__1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
X 1900~ ____ communications — industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
—___invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates 1858 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criterias _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated 1817) was one of the independent
academies founded in Kent County during the period of the academy "boom"
from the end of the Revolutionary War until about 1825. Unlike most of the
others, however, it (as well as the Millington Academy) endured until after
the Civil War it was taken over by the county public school system. The frame
building that stood on Main Street until about 1940 was not the school's first.
But it was an example of what, when it was built about 1858, would have been
considered a more than adequate structure. Simple and utilitarian, with good
light and ventilation, it was one of the largest if not the largest of Kent
County schools when it was built. Although the building can now be only
glimpsed in photographs, it seems strikingly similar to the two-story frame
schools built in the county up until the turn of the century when larger,
somewhat more sophisticated schools were built, though post-Civil War
schools most likely were built from either state-supplied or state-approved
plans.

During the 1750s a school evidently called the Shrewsbury School was
operated (possibly briefly) by Shrewsbury Parish at Head of Sassafras (now
just called Sassafras). A bequest from William Boyer, a parishioner, made it
possible for this either to be a school for poor children only or for poor
children to be able to attend a school that was not free of cost. This school
seems to have been administered by the vestry. -There is no evidence of a
connection between this early northern Kent County school and the later
Shrewsbury Academy, and it is not now known how long the church-related
school operated.

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.

K-600

An Tllustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia:

and Stevenson, 1877.

Martenet's Map of Kent County, Maryland. Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1860
(Continued)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References dqo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw
County Commissioners of Kent County
organization Historical Society of Kent County date  May 20, 1985
Court House 778-4600
street & number Cross Street telephone 778-3499

city or town Chestertown

state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory

was officially created by

an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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fmavoaf*ffr secen ! pre the older ¢
taught. in the years just before th this bull g
second- story classroom was for high schoot classes (grades £-10). As In
cther nineteenth-century ’ounatj-,: schools, floors were med; - width random
hoards, undoubledly ur‘fimch d There were dark shades at the wmoow«

orobably windows of © outh side. Desks were fastened to the floor, with
the seats facstened to frw wr! na portion of the desk benind The waliz were
olastered above the vertical-b oard wainscoting, app jed orh,-' to the ievel of
the rather low window stils. The wainscoting rail was confinueus w*e_.‘. the
siliz Maps were nung between the three s paced windows seen in the

o} .. and aisgo oh the rear, WWdow'!P > wall whig r‘ may nave peer The
D tion wall ba'weer Classroom and front-of-the-buil r(«_, estibuie.
Accord o MissMary C atdwmf who attenged tne schoo:, there was a door
0 irst-storey C assrooms, there were arear entry for the rear

c . g an entry *‘rom the ves fmum for the front f‘acqrmm as well
cach ol room Wwas neated by a stove A arge d;q%:}ruullu was behind the
=choot. divided by 2 fence acrose the lot Lo separate rh@ mrw Yr_ m r*no DOYS
~t the . bigs'Caldwell went to 3chool there, just t {

arades inciuded only the 10th After that students fent *’\ -

preparatory 3Cnog:, sne went to whal is now wesiey (olie

faet two vears of school

CWS Laﬁ he 'cc'f'l o have G'J‘v'é?‘f}
ow the w«=atherb0ar at f.f"-.-_

| d b-

{ siorey Wing s visible in th e:e  With
2 pa te This may ha vp been the vestipule for the rea
Classroorn noail pictures the trim 1s painted a dark cotor, and t e bocy of the
puiiding tighter, thougn it iz not white.



Continuation Page S F-BO0

Befween tne Revolutionary War and the end of the CivI war There was ne
effective, uniform, fr e systermn for public educaticn, either in Kent County or
in tne state. although there was an important oubhf schoel taw passed in
1825 (which, however, did not go into effect in Kent County untii 18335
Meanwhiie, oroum invarious locations organized to prmﬂda education for
‘heir childrén by selecting a trustee buardt adm.x.i::ef the schooi, securing
z charter from the state, charging tuition, and applying for state CuD”dle’
ey were par:.g tarly interested inproviding schooiing beyond [He basi
tevel zt the preparatory or high schoo! ‘Pvpl The tﬂrr“ ‘academy” DPa"F‘f’*
firgt i ctate statutes in 1778 A number ¢f these schoois, qemefd‘ y called

academlp“ were organized in kent rounfv Duf Shrewsbury Acadpmy and the
AT

MLiington Hr‘derﬂv eem to have been the most enduring.

first guarter of the nineteenth century, acaderies i Maryiand
dommanf tvoo of achool AS U Daul taybaugh qays m nis
! AL . Privat Jebuma. y Education inMaryiand, 1634-1870." th
ﬂ"‘aﬂpmy’ mﬂvpma'** in Marwam was prompted by loss of Maryiand vuuth Lo
virginia and Pennsyivania schoo:s, bv the growing opposition to geing ab oa

-
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far an eguycation, [y the fatiyre af rhp ~ nur\f\/ free achoois ﬂpnprah\; and

the qood reports of the few newer schools of the academy vpe He r::fe”
that "between 1800 and 1850 ome sixty-Tive academies were founded in

\/ dn»u, Arlartt‘rtc uy \.‘je SS D )

During the first quarter of the ninefeenth century especiaily, but alsc
jater tnere was cornpetition among the academre“ for estate subsidies, and
competiton as well between the academies and the state's few colieges
fincluding Washington Coliege: for 2 share of the zame mane\,«' According te
Slaybaugh, "in consideration of donations oy the State, each 5 chool or =
academy was ! required to furnish free tuition and textpbooks for one noor chiid
for eacn hundred dollars of appropriation received” Apoarera ly, to be
considered for such state 2ig, an academy had to be incorporated The law
oroviding for subsidies for the establishment of academies was passed in
1811 'twas not long after that both the Millington Academy (18161 ang
Shrewsoury Academy were incorporated

Shrewsbury Acaderny was incorporated on February 3, 1817, by an act of
the Maryviand ieqizlature. The mwrporar ing trustees were J“hn H. Nn‘af»d
Doctor Edward Scott, William Pryor, Philip F Rasin, George Williarm Wilson,
dames Pearce and Wriliam 1 kea 1m--al noted and Drosperous cvf 17zens of the
Gzlena area AL least one of them, James Pearce, had been a trustee of the
Georgetown Schoot less than T WO miles awav whvch had been 1nCorpo rated p

ery irely d id not endure fong rj?her:-:- was,
<

f'pa'\(\ra Lynn's history of

the rhar*pr f_rjc\ nawers

= ar

. e been butlt and classes D haos alreagy held Dy
Of use the act mentions ""*\c 1ot of ground on
ac v now stands, was purchased fmm Henry T?‘thaﬂ =)
who ot ueycu_l the same to the use of the 3aid academy.” Alcordi nul;
> ounty education, In

f tion,
forth, one of E:he dutie
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cantinyation Page 8.2 k-BC0

professors and teachers to instruct students 'in the arxquaqu and su ch
2Ciences and branrhp‘: of education as they shal! fh ink proper.

»rud W Dumechott's History of washington College (p. £33 indicates that
the s was in operation in 1839, for in t‘rrt year he states that the
*M‘"‘a q' e voted a three-way division of the state Sub“VJv for kof“* Count
3500 for washington College, $100 for Shrewsbury A Caderny, :
’4”»mqfnv ACad ‘my {Source 13 evidentiy the kent News, NG dafo YT
subsidy evidentiy persisted for some time An 1863 letter to the Kent C
N (] 3)Vindicates dissatisfaction with the Admm‘strahop 0t
o ated to its imprecise status. He compiained that the
Shre < those of other schoels A
frusd re forced Lo hire a teacher known
ta he compliamping citizen said. aince
the a‘.‘, 3 foned for a2 division of the schoo!
dreirict on acy y puptis for ane school and the Board
aranted the getition, wuhue *Fe am d tevied and collected but our schoo:
f= in worse cof tmr, than before. is it becaJse our schoot 1s called an
Acaderny” 't would be better o drop the name, let go the one hundred doliars
donatec o it by the State and the people butid a new house they could call
thelr own

The early deed for Shrewsbury Acaderny is not yet found. Therefore, it is
not kNown H‘ h° buiiding (or buildings) that _)remded the circa 1858 buitding
Was in the same location s, warren iilespie of Galena has papers passed
down in her family rel atmq to the buﬂqu of the 1858 schocthouse, but they
couid not be reviewed for fhis report. Accordmu to Mrs walters' manuscript
of the history of Galena, fh i3 new scheol was built at a cost of §2 000

Academies in Kent County w
Dubhc 5Chool system, evidently
after the Civil Wa in 1863 the W
the 5Cho ?Coi Sioner: r & Yo
.T‘;fé: Ty 51 3Ol rendir
el )5 fena. Pre
AC . Tiav gacher
33318 L T0 30 for
SCHOG: Seems 1o fave had t rs. Wiiii
and suste £ Tavylor. No enrolimen .19ure is gl (Lynn, op 131 The
school was popuiarly known until 1916-1918, when a new, ‘arqe' frame schod
was pulit eisewhere in Galena, as Shrewsbury Academy rather than Galena
Pupiic 5chood

. Dy, then of Kennedyvilie, in an unpublished Washington
e thesis (1S30! refers, not e.nt!rmv f’mariy, to anearly

n-century di Dufe (probab; 'y about 19167 between the rent County
choo! system and Shrewsbur { Church over ownership of the
W SDUNy Acadern -'y property. He states (p. 30) that the schsoE -
ssed to sign an agreement with the church providing for the church to
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fcontinued)

Contrnuation Page B X ¥ o600
control the land and the school system the puiiding. (ne states that this
unsigned agreement ‘s among church records ) He then savs that "a solution

1 out fater on inregards to this property, in which complete

el land was given to the Church” This ‘A/'“TD' has not
researcned -t'. spem of Shrewsbury Academy history, but feeis that there
never was a 12l relationship hetween Shrewsbury f. hurch and ‘?hmwcb ury
Academy. Sor 'f he griginal trustees seem to have been prominent
merrpers of Shre sbury Church, but one (Dr. Fdward Scott) probably was 2
ethoCist at this time The trustee seem merely to be a group of prominent
iocal citizens intere st ain havma an academy for the Galena area. According
atherine ™ De Prospo, there i€ no mention in vesiry minutes pbefore 1861
of Shrewshu ry Academv Much of the period before the Civil War was a

s T+ -~

difficult one for Shrewsbury Church, it seemed at times that it would not
survive it ig o* lkely that w would undertake resoonqxbﬂlfv for amfhpr
serture  The oid Shrewsbury Academy bullding survived until abocut 1340,
when 't was jerﬂowshod evidently having been used as a Gwe ing for at least
part of the period between circa 19:18-1940 and havin g stood vacant for the
remainger

That Shrewspury Aradﬂmy did provide a pubiic qathering place for the
Galena area, however, 1S shown by xtS use during the 1860s and eariy i870s as
the location for permmc Shrewsbury Church services to acrommodaw oc91
cariznioners The “upper roorm’ was said to have been used untii StARdrew 3
_hapel (¥-5 "5;, farther north on Main Street was complefed in tne miadie
18705, Rent evidently was paid to the school commissioners for tm; Us
howeyer

Q*‘\"Dw“hu"y A:‘ademv was not the r\nl\/ achoot of note in

nineteentn-century Gaiena, however. A short distance north on Main Street
Miss £ o Benny ﬁperafeu a "seminary” for young lagies. It 1z shown on the
1877 atias map at the corner of | 4zin Street and what iz now called seminary
Avenye The building is now gone, though the *a"go trees remain, and 1t 's
used by 3t Dennis Church for overfiow parv*z."g. he building was 3aid G ra J e
been large and frame and divided into numerous smal! rooms for ooardP

“ne second and third storevs. Numerous Galena-area q 1S are known ¢ r.dv
attended, rhomb it is not known whether they alse bearded. This school

seems t¢ have been seen as an alternative for older dauqr ers of the local
qenf_ry. In the ztlas the schoe! was advertised by an announcement: “Miss £ !
DEnny, Drincipal, assisted by & we! P qualified corps of teachers Lourse
fh“”um and Expences Modprare *n 1879 Thﬁ prooor\‘v was sold te Jdohn
Carville Sutton for $2,500 (Kent County News, March IS, 187G) "w’he'-ther th:
transaction meant the end of the school 15 not known.
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Eleanora M. Lynn, "A History of Education in Kent County, Maryland,'" unpublished
typescript chapter of forthcoming history of Kent County. Rock Hall, Md.: n.d.

Anecdotal history of Kent County schools, with some old school reports attached,
located Cliffs School, Chestertown. Prepared by the Kent County Retired Teachers
Association, n.d.

Frederick G. Usilton, History of Kent County, Maryland, 1630-1916, with Additional
54 Chapters of the History of Kent County, Maryland, 1628-1980, by William B. Usilton,
IIT. Chestertown, Md.: Perry Publications, 1980.

Fred W. Dumschott, Washington College. Chestertown, Md.: Washington College, 1980.
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- GALENA BUSINESS REFERENCHS.

 G.'W. WILLIAMS, Blacksmith and Carriage-ma-
JORGE STEEL, Manufacturer of, and Dealer in -

~-ker. *Horse-shoeing “and Repairing neatly and

Pumps of all kinds. -Also Repairing done at-short = - - promptly done, -

Notice. : C : < Q. £ LYBOLD, -Machinist and Engincer. Also
GEO. T. McCAULEY, Dealer in Groceries .and Agent for Buckeye Reapers and Mowers and Sweep

Provisions. All kinds of Salt Meats, Fish,Flour, -~ Stake Threshers, Eclipse Engine, Birdal Clover

Meal, Choice Cigars, Tobacco, &c., very low for - Huller, Ealien Rake and Agricultural Implements

cash. - c I } of all kinds, Engines repaired at short notice and
HENRY PARR, Manufacturer and Dealer-in Sad- reasonable terms, '

- ~
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